
Yes, in biblical theology and historical analysis, the ten plagues of Egypt are traditionally 

interpreted as a direct judgment against specific Egyptian deities. According to Exodus 12:12, 

the God of Israel states, "against all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgment." Each plague 

targeted a core aspect of nature or society that the Egyptians believed was under the protection 

of a particular god. [1, 2] 

Below is the traditional correspondence between each plague and the Egyptian deities they 

challenged: 

# 
The Plague 

(Exodus) 

Targeted 

Egyptian 

Deities 

Symbolic Significance & Confrontation 

1 

Water to 

Blood  

(Exodus 

7:14–25) 

Hapi, Osiris, 

Khnum 

Hapi was the god of the Nile's annual flooding, Khnum was the 

guardian of the Nile's source, and the Nile was considered the 

bloodstream of Osiris. Turning the river into blood rendered the 

primary source of life putrid and undrinkable. 

2 

Frogs  

(Exodus 8:1–

15) 

Heqet 

(Heket) 

Heqet was the frog-headed goddess of fertility, water, and 

childbirth. Because frogs were sacred, they could not be killed; 

by flooding the land with decomposing frogs, their symbol of life 

became a curse of filth and death. 

3 

Gnats or 

Lice  

(Exodus 

8:16–19) 

Geb 

Geb was the god of the earth. Striking the dust of the earth to 

turn it into biting gnats or lice humiliated Geb, and the 

infestation rendered Egyptian priests ritually unclean and unable 

to perform temple rituals. 

4 

Flies or 

Beetles  

(Exodus 

8:20–32) 

Khepri 

Khepri was the god of creation, rebirth, and the movement of 

the sun, represented by the scarab beetle. A swarm of invading 

insects proved that Khepri could not control his own sacred 

swarms. 

5 

Livestock 

Pestilence  

(Exodus 9:1–

7) 

Hathor, Apis 

Hathor was the cow-headed goddess of love and protection, and 

Apis was the sacred bull deity embodying strength and fertility. 

The death of the cattle severely crippled Egypt's economy and 

humiliated these prominent animal cults. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/3036713266572354/posts/3958109871099351/
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/PXclmPRWx20


6 

Boils  

(Exodus 9:8–

12) 

Sekhmet, 

Isis, 

Imhotep 

Sekhmet was the goddess of epidemics and healing, Isis was a 

healing goddess, and Imhotep was the god of medicine. Painful 

sores broke out on humans and animals alike, rendering Egypt's 

medical and magical deities entirely helpless. 

7 

Hail and Fire  

(Exodus 

9:13–35) 

Nut, Shu, 

Seth 

Nut was the goddess of the sky, Shu was the god of the air, and 

Seth was the god of storms and chaos. The catastrophic storm 

with raining fire completely violated their domains, destroying 

the sky's intended protection. 

8 

Locusts  

(Exodus 

10:1–20) 

Osiris, 

Nepri, 

Senehem 

Osiris was the god of agriculture and vegetation, Nepri was the 

god of grain, and Senehem was the protector deity against 

locusts. The massive swarms devoured every remaining green 

crop, decimating the agricultural system these gods were 

trusted to feed. 

9 

Three Days 

of Darkness  

(Exodus 

10:21–29) 

Ra (Re), 

Horus 

Ra was the supreme sun god and one of Egypt's most critical 

entities. Blighting the land with a thick, palpable darkness for 

three days was a psychological blow that completely 

extinguished the light of Ra and Horus. 

10 

Death of the 

Firstborn  

(Exodus 11–

12) 

Pharaoh, 

Isis, Osiris 

Pharaoh himself was considered a living deity on earth, a god-

king and the literal "son of Ra". The death of his firstborn son—

the future living god of Egypt—proved that Pharaoh could not 

protect his own lineage or control life and death. 

Would you like to explore the literary structure of these plagues (which are often divided into 

three distinct cycles) or look closer at the historical context of how ancient Egypt viewed these 

specific deities? 

 


